


 
24 NOVEMBER, 2023| DAY 1| FRIDAY

 
10:15 AM – 11:30 AM 

 
9:00 AM – 6:00 PM (INDIAN STANDARD TIME – IST) | 3:30 AM UTC - 12.30 PM UTC 
Venue: Auditorium, 5th Floor, Block A Royal Global University Campus, Guwahati, Assam, India | Mode – Hybrid 

TIME (IST) 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM         Registration for 7th CNX and 8th e-North East 

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM           Welcoming the delegates & participants: Ms. Chandra Goswami & Sharmistha Deka
                                                  Welcome Address: Dr. George A.P, Dean, Royal School of Commerce & Business, Royal Global University (RGU),              
                                                  Guwahati, Assam 
                                                  Introduction: Dr Syed S Kazi, Organiser CNX & eNorth East 2023, & Director, Council for Social and Digital 
                                                   Development (CSDD) 

 
Panelists: 
➔ Sylvia Cadena, Acting Chief Executive Officer, APNIC Foundation 
➔ Bikram Shrestha, President, Nepal Internet Foundation & Founder / Past President, Internet Society, Nepal 
Chapter 
➔ Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Regional Director, International Telecommunication Union (ITU) & Ms. Akanksha 
Sharma, Program Officer, ITU 
➔ Naveed Haq, Regional Infrastructure and Connectivity Director, Internet Society (ISOC)

 
Inaugural Plenary Session: 
‘Connecting the Indigenous & Mountain Communities towards Sustainable & Inclusive
Digital Society in the Asia-Pacific’ 



 
12:45 PM - 1:30 PM  

Gender, Connectivity and Access: Role of Women in Community Networks 

Panel speakers & Presenters: 
• Maria (Mia) Perez, Switch! National Coordinator, Philippines 
• Isha Suri, Research Lead, Centre for Internet and Society, India 

                                              ➔ Prof (Dr.) S. P. Singh, Vice Chancellor, RGU, Assam 
                                              ➔ Carlos Rey Moreno, Co-lead Local Networks: Policy and StrategyCo-lead Local Networks: Policy and
                                              Strategy, APC 
                                              ➔ Dharmendra Singh, Vice President - New Business, Hughes Communications, India  
                                              ➔ Hasina Kharbhih, Founder & Chairperson, Impulse NGO Network, Meghalaya, India 
                                              ➔ Prof. Sasmita Samanta, Founder and Chairperson, Sustainable Outreach and Universal Leadership                   

                                              Moderated by: Osama Manzar, Founder & Director, Digital Empowerment Foundation 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM       TEA BREAK 

12:00 PM - 12:45 PM     CNX - SESSION 1 - Panel Discussion Access and Connectivity in Mountain and Hilly Regions:
                                          How Accessible is it today? 

                                              Speakers: 
                                              • N Jairam, Marketing head and Sr Director for Enterprise business - Hughes Communications India 
                                              • Michael Ginguld, Co-Founder, Director, Strategy & Operations, AirJaldi - Rural Broadband Pvt. Ltd, India 
                                              • Bikram Shrestha, President, Nepal Internet Foundation 
                                              • Hasina Kharbhih, Founder & Chairperson, Impulse NGO Network, Meghalaya, India
                                              • Bhikari Charan Nayak, CTO, Reliance Jio

                                              Moderator: Carlos Rey Moreno, APC 

 
CNX - SESSION 2: Presentation



1:30 PM - 2:15 PM 

2:15 PM – 3:15 PM 

• Amrita Choudhury, Director CCAOI, Chair AprIGF 
• Dr Rajashree Joshi, Programme Director, BAIF Development Research Foundation 
• Gayatri Buragohain, Executive Director, Feminist Approach to Technology (FAT), India 

Moderator: Sarbani Belur Banerjee & Carlos Rey Moreno, APC 

LUNCH BREAK 

 
Networking of Communities: Good Practices in Community Network Implementation from APAC Region -1 

Presentations: 
• Model building of community networks by Gomer B Padong, Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia 
(ISEA) 
• Kacific next-generation in Asia Pacific, by Beatrice Mok, KACIFIC 
• RedEsperansa.tl ("network of hope”) by Ramon Roca, Naroman Esperansa, Timor-Leste 
• Bluewave Samoa district connectivity project, by Togisala Tony Sua Leota, BlueWave Wireless 
Moderator: Arpana Sharma Singhal, Deputy Director, Digital Empowerment Foundation 

 
CNX SESSION 3 - Presentations 



5:45 PM - 6:30PM 

 
3:15 PM – 4:15 PM 

4:15 PM - 4:45 PM 

4:45 PM – 5:45 PM 
 for Just Community Network & Meaningful Sustainable Connectivity & Access Last Mile 

Speakers: 
• Gustaff Harriman Iskandar, Director, Common Room Networks Foundation 
• Isha Suri, Research Lead, Centre for Internet and Society, India 
• John Garrity, Chief of Party, USAID Better Access and Connectivity (BEACON), Philippines 
• Dharmendra Singh, Vice President - New Business, Hughes Communications, India 

Moderator: Osama Manzar, Founder & Director, Digital Empowerment Foundation 

CLOSING 

Networking of Communities: Good Practices in Community Network Implementation from APAC Region 

Presentations: 
• The Prayuters Library: bringing Internet connectivity and digital skills to rural populations, by NAY Maneth, 
Open Development Cambodia Organization (ODC) 
• Better Access and Connectivity (BEACON) project, Philippines. 
• Hello Hub, Nepal Community Network, by Rabiraj Khadka, Technology for All 
• Toto Tribe: a dedicated advocate for preserving and promoting the Toto language and culture, by Padma Shri Dhaniram
• Janata; Affordable Internet for the community, by Mainul Hassan Alin, Bangladesh 
 Moderator: Jenny Sulfath, Research and Advocacy Lead, Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF)

TEA BREAK 

 
CNX - SESSION 4: Presentations 

 
SESSION 5: POLICY & REGULATION
Enabling Policy



25 NOVEMBER, 2023 | DAY 2

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

 

SATURDAY| 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM (INDIAN STANDARD TIME – IST) 
Venue: Auditorium, 5th Floor, Block A, Royal Global University Campus, Guwahati, Assam, India 

                                            Good Practices in Connectivity & Access in North Eastern Himalayan Region of India 

                                            Speakers / Presenters: 
                                            • Brahmaputra Community Radio, by Bhaskar Bhuyan, BCRS, Assam, India 
                                            • Karma Bhutia, DEMI Solutions, Sikkim (India) 
                                            • The Zero Valley community network project, Arunachal Pradesh, India 
                                            • The Char Chapori Networking project, India 
                                            • Project Internet Roshni: Connecting the Tea Tribe & Adivasi (Indigenous) community in Assam, India 
                                            Moderator: Jenny Sulfath, Advocacy and Research Lead, Digital Empowerment Foundation 

11:00 AM – 11:30 AM     TEA BREAK 

11:30 AM – 1:15 PM      SESSION 7: Workshop 

                                          Building Community Network Capacity in local context for last mile internet access and reach. 
[Workshop on Setting up CN; Who and how can CN bet set up; skills and capacities; Resources; technology and 

                                          equipment; management of CN; Sustaining CNs locally by the community] 

Registration 

CNX - SESSION 6: Presentations 



3:45 PM - 4:15 PM 

4:15 PM - 5:45 PM 
(IST) 
Closing Session 

1:15 PM – 2:00 PM 

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

3:00 PM – 3:45 PM 

5:45 PM – 6:30 PM 

Resource Persons: AirJaldi, Amir Rahman, Jenny Sulfath 

LUNCH BREAK 

 
Moderator: Dr. Sarbani Banerjee Belur (APC) 

TEA BREAK 

8th eNorth East Award Ceremony & Recognising the Good CN Practices

Endnote by: Osama Manzar, Founder-Director, Digital Empowerment Foundation 

CULTURAL EVENING 

 
Closing of 7th CNX and 8th eNorth East 2023 

 
WORKSHOP CONTINUATION 
Building Community Network Capacity in local context for last mile internet access and reach 

SESSION: 8: 
Community Networks (CNs) and digital initiatives in APAC region: A Mapping 


